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Year Student Title

2024 Maria Bideiwy Reimagining the Melting Pot in the 21st Century: An Economic and Political 
Assessment of New York's Office for New Americans

2024 Ash Delmore All the News That’s Fit to Print: A Media Analysis of the New York Time’s 
Coverage of Transgender Stories

2024 Corbey Ellison Legitimation in Post-Coup Egypt: Regime Justification and Nasser's 1952 
Coup d'État  

2024 Lisle Jamieson Autumn in New York: Gotham and the Decline of the New Deal Order 

2024 Conrad Kassin Institutional Design’s Effect on the Behavior of Islamist Organizations: 
A Comparative Analysis of  Social Movements  

2024 Nathaniel Lowell Collaboration and Opposition in Renewable Energy Siting: 
How Local Elected Officials Navigate Article 94-c 

2024



Department of Political Science Senior Honors Theses Record

2022 Caitlin Neuhaus- 
Kilgore

" Does Nonprofit Equal Non-Political? A Comparison of Election Coverage by 
Local Nonprofit and For-Profit News Organizations 

2022 Hannah Tuohy The River is Me: Environmental Personhood in International Law 

2022 Daniel Weiss
Nations without States and People without Nations: The Development and 
Role of Sub-State National Identity and the Case of Transylvania

2022 Natalie White
Equal Protection, Levels of Scrutiny, and Gender-Based Classifications of 
Transgender and Gender Nonconforming Persons in American 
Constitutional Law

2022 Kieran Yater How the United States can Promote Human Rights While Respecting Other 
Countries’ Sovereignty

2021 Siye Dlamini The Emergence of Securitized Refugee and Asylum Policies in South Africa, 
Italy and the US from 2017-2020 – A comparative study

2021 Shayna Federico Whiteness, Property, and Protest: An Exploration of Their Intersections 
throughout the 2020 Black Lives Matter Protests

2021 Serita Lewis Policing, Protest, Participation among People of Color in Rochester

2021 Katherine Pompilio How American Democracy Failed: Off Center COVID Politics and Policy 
Making

2021 Julia Ramirez Putting the Care Back in Healthcare: How Feminist Care Ethics Can 
Overcome Liberalism’s Aversion to Healthcare Expansion 

2021 Bridget Schwartz She’s Not Electable: Sexism in the 2020 Democratic Presidential Primary 
and the Presidential Electability of Feminism

2021 Lily Stadler
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2020 Rachel Liacos Willie Stark’s Political Philosophy: An Analysis of Political Philosophy in 
Robert Pen Warren’s All the King’s Men

2020 Cristal Maria Understandings of Race and Their Effect on Political Ideology, Engagement, 
and Self-Identity Among 1.5, Second, and Third Generation Dominicans

2020 Aniba Rahman “Terrorist” Label Fluctuations: Causes and Consequences

2020 Charlotte Sweeney The Warrant Requirement, Search and Seizure, and Vehicles: A Regional 
Analysis of the Application of Arizona v. Grant at the Trial Court Level

2020 Lindsay Walsh Quota or No Quota:  The Effect of Gender Quotas on Women’s Ability to 
Provide Substantive Representation

2019 Elizabeth Bushey FOURTH AMENDMENT UNDER HACK:  Cyber Vigilantes, Law 
Enforcement, and the Fourth Amendment

2019 Hannah Fishman Stick(er)in’ It to the Voter: SMS text voter mobilization and anticipatory 
benefits

2019 Jake Hempel Lessons from Latin America: Comparing Presidential Selection in a Dynamic 
Environment

2019 Erin Mah Voting After the Storm: An Analysis of Hurricanes and Elections 2016-2018

2019 Minja Ranisavljevic Spatial Politics: The Invisible Architecture of Modern Political Thinkers 
Fabrication of Power & Radical Thoughts in Urban and Non-Urban Spaces  

2019 Matt Simkowitz
Worlds Apart: Political Beliefs, Immigrant Experiences, and Jewish Identities 
among the Third and Fourth Waves of Soviet Jewish Immigrants to the 
United States

2019 Nigel Smith Women in the Energy & Utilities C-Suite: Lack of Feminist Perspectives 
Effect on Energy Policy

2019 Wyeth Taylor
The Challenge of Assessing the Benefits of Legislative Professionalization: 
An Analysis of the Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island State 
Legislatures

2019 Kate Vanier Private Rights, Public Rights: Homosexuality and the Supreme Court

2018 William Berg Repressing Repression: Marcusean Subversion of Free Speech on College 
Campuses Today

2018 Isabelle Bertolozzi
Rewriting the Rulebook: Setting the Standard of “Substantial Proportionality” 
& Addressing Non-Compliance with Title IX in College and University Athletic 
Departments
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2018 Olivia Cox Why Are They Feeding Us Cardboard?: School Food Policies in Europe & 
the US

2018 Isabelle Fischer Who Cares About Your Error Bar? A Survey Experiment on Visualizing 
Uncertainty in Politics

2018 Kira Geary
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2014 David Goroff Efficiency and Quality in the Back of the Ambulance: Looking Beyond 
Delivery Model in EMS Agencies in Upstate New York

2014 Megan Pini Two Paths to Power: Solar Energy NGOs in Rural Communities 
Communities in India and Bangladesh

2014 Adam Troy

The Emergence and Reaction against Neoliberalism in Latin America: How 
the Crisis-Wrecked Economies of Argentina and Mexico Demonstrate Key 
Deficiencies in the Neoliberal Model and Provide Insight into its Political and 
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2011 Tyler Reny Guillermo Horton: Strategic Politicians and Nativist Appeals in the 21st 
Century

2011 Danica Robison Women's Rights Protections as a Developmental Imperative: How to Utilize 
Women's Potential in Furthering Poverty Alleviation and Gender Equality

2011 Isabelle Russo The Hybrid Authoritarian Political - Liberal Economic System: An 
Examination of its Development and Implementation in Russia and China

2011 William Sharry Progressive Pioneer to Nativist Crackdown: An Analysis of Oklahoma's 
Transforming Immigration Policy

2011 Ritika Singh Russia's Energy Agenda: Consequences for Europe and Future Implications 
for America

2011 Marisola Xhelili Post-Independence Kosovo: From Perspective to Descriptive Identities

2010 Samuel Bellows Rousseau's Political Solution to Our Unhappiness

2010 Raul Benavides The Peruvian Democratic Circus: The Effects of the Lack of 
Institutionalization and Polarized Pluralism on Peruvian Democracy

2010 Kelly Bischoff
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2010 Akheil Singla
The Politics of Banking Regulation: An Analysis of Incrementalism and 
Synoptic Planning in Reforming the Regulatory Framework Governing the 
Banking System

2010 Laura Swartz Better Know Young Voters: An Analysis of the Increase in Youth Voting in 
the New Millenium

2010 Benjamin Zellner Kashmir: Lynchpin of South and Central Asian Security

2009 Julia Bienstock Institutions Matter: The Path Dependent Pathology of Health Care Reform

2009 April Bukoski Great Power Identity and the Quest for Recognition as Driving Forces in 
Russian Foreign Policy

2009 Kalle Condliffe
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2007 Lauren Caplan Female Heads of State in Latin America

2007 Joseph Ferdinand Judicial Reform in New York: The Politics of Structural Reform of State and 
Local Courts

2007 Sebastian Fica Strauss' Critique of Modern Political Philosophy

2007 Shubha S. Gokhale Sino-Indian Relations: Analyzing the Drivers of Bilateral Perceptions

2007 Allison Leader Breaking the Binary: The Role of Female Suicide Bombers in Religo-
Nationalist Terrorist Organizations

2007 Meagan Blanche 
Magrath Learning Counterinsurgency: Military Developments, Cultural Factors

2006 Mary deBree Examining Human Rights and Impunity in Argentina and Chile

2006 Eric Hyers Why the Democrats Swept the Republicans in Saratoga Springs

2006 Cheryl Jacobs A Female's Place:  The Gender Integration of Military Women in a Post 9/11 
World

2006 Julianna Koch The Truth Will Set You Free?  The Limits of Leaver Studies in Welfare Policy 
Learning

2006 Sarah Kunz Is Liberalism Enough?  The Political Wisdom of Thomas Hobbes and John 
Locke on Women and the Family and Their feminist Critics

2006 Melissa Koven EU Foreign Policy and the Transatlantic Relationship., 1989-2005

2006 Emily Martin In the Heart of It All:  The Franklin County Paradox

2006 Kenneth Olmstead The Cross Strait Conflict, 1971-2005:  A Microcosm of History

2006 Curtis Stiles Brown and Originalism Revisited

2005 David Grover Incremental Versus Reinvention: A Case Study of New York's M2P2 
Program
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2005 Liv Johanson Changes in the Chinese Gender Regimes: As Seen Through the Lens of 
Prostituion

2005 Andrew G. Farrell Paradox of Power: The United States, The International Criminal Court, and 
the Dichotomy of Public Opinion

2005 Emily Friedman The United States Government's Response to Terrorism and Rogue States: 
A Prescription for Change

2005 Betsy Sheridan From Republican Mother to Welfare Queen: Idealized Motherhood and the 
American Welfare System

2005 Christopher M. La 
Tronica The Ordered System Model: Regional Intergration in the Middle East

2005 Rachel Neuman
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2001 Mangoain, Christine Prospects for Middle East Democratization at the Start of the 21st Century: 
A Comparative Analysis

2001 Hodgkins, Philip Bebop and American Culture

2001 Hardy, Kenneth It's Not Easy Being Number Two: The Rise of the Modern American Vice 
Presidency 

2001 Carmichael, Andrew 
H. 

Latin American-United States Trade Relations in the Context of Integration 
and Globalization

2001 Greene, Liz Britain and the European-Economic Community: Political Culture, The 
"Relaxing of Realism", and Women's Rights, 1951-1973

2001 Sosland, Liz Legal Invisibility: Nonbiological Lesbian Mothers and the Battle for Parental 
Rights to Custody and Visitation

2001 Burrows, Rachel Faces of Child Care: The Use of Informed Social Networks Among Low-
income Families and Subsequent Policy Recommendations

2001 Callahan, Joseph Progression in the Capital Punishment Debate: The United States, Turkey 
and the European Union

2001 Hova, Jarret Food Foght from Across the Atlantic: The US-EU Face-off on Genetically 
Modiefied Organisms in the New World Order

2000 O'Hara , Kait Saratoga Spring's Effective Efforts To Curb Urban Sprawl 

2000 Cummings, Jennifer The Future of Dams and the Manifestation of a Changing Ethic

2000 Schwarz, Emily R. 
The Foundations and the Development of the Law of the Land of Isreal:The 
Unwritten Israeli Consititution based on Western Democratic Principles; with 
Reference to…

2000 Slater, Matthew A. International Law and Organizations: Sovereignty and the New Global 
Challenges in the Post-Cold War Era

2000 Tebo, Matthew W. Saving Social Security: Taking an International Perspective to Save 
America's largest Entitlement Program

1999 Morelle, Phillip David The Political  Economy of the European and Monetary Union: Economic 
Integration, Joint-Integration, and Globalization

1999 Kern, Lindsay Parker The Most Protected People in the World: Analysis of the Reforms of the 
European Court of Human Rights 

12
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1999 McGrath, 
Christopher K. 

Bombs and Bonds: A Multilateral Approach to Combating International 
Terrorism

1999 Kirkman, Adam John The Youth Vote: An Analysis of the Movement to Lower the Voting Age and 
Subsequent Youth Participation in Presisdential Elections

1999 Cutliff, Stacey Journey Into the Peace Corps: An Administrative Portrayal 

1999 Kemmerer, Sarah 
Catherine National Endowment for the Arts: Funding, Freedom and Controversy

1999 Jarvis, Caitlin The Visiblity of Battered Woman Syndrome as a Self-Defense Claim for 
Women Who Kill Their Abusers

1999 Zambarano, Jessica 
A. 

Housing America: Laws that Prevent the Federal Governement from 
Fulfilling its Responsibilty to Ensure Affordable Housing to Low-Income 
Americans

1999 Medina, Ruben The Rollback of Affrimative Action: Effects on the Latino Population

1999 DiBella, Brigid-Ann To Pay, or Not to Pay: That is the Questions

1999 Dansky, Rebecca A. The Rise of the Public Presidency: An Analysis of the Causes and 
Consequences of a Changing Office and the Men Responsible 

1999 Constantian, Chris The Power of the Presidency in the Foreign and Domestic Arenas: An 
Examination of the Policy Initiatives of FDR and LBJ

1998 Brewer, Meredith War Crimes: Past, Present and Future

1998
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1997 Allen, Todd Comparative Federalism in Foreign Affairs: The United States and Germany 

1997 Oliapuram, Emily D. The Other Asian in the US

1997 Levinson, Catherine 
Anne Navajo-Hopi Resistance: A Failure to Form a Mainstream Social Movement 

1997 Sherman, Alex Confessional Discourse in Nomination Acceptance Speeches: 1932-1996

1997 Roney, Mark Saratoga Springs:  A History and Sales/Assesment Ratio Study

1997 Gartner, Jodi Elder American Disabilities Movement and the Americans with Disabilities Ace of 
1990

1997 Harrison, Kristin The Parameters of the Campaign Finance Reform Movement

1997 Gemelos, Michele
Understanding the Social Contract: An Exploration and Comparision of 
Fundatmental Concepts in Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes, Discourse on the 
Origin….

1997 Kenned, Mara J. The Equal Employment Opprotunity Commission: Fighting Employment 
Discrimination Despite Decreasing Resources

1997 Joseffer, Leila Special Education in the US: An Examination of the Past, Present and 
Future of Federal Education Policy for Students with Disabilites

1997 Barnett, Robert Heidegger's Politics

1997 Frieze, Emily The Environmental Justice Movement: Protecting Their Health and Their 
Communities

1996 Ostrowski, Brain D. The Critical Factors Which Are Driving An Arms Race Between the 
Countries of East Asia: A Domestic…

1992 Platt, Jody Rose The European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: 
Its Influence on the National Legislation….

1984 Schroeter, Joshua The Origins of Nationalism in Soviet Central Asia: Modernization, Ethnicity, 
and Islam
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